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Executive Summary

This Deseret News: Faith in America Survey, conducted by the Marist Poll, sheds light on the state of
faith in America, and how Americans of different backgrounds do or do not incorporate religion and
faith into key aspects of their lives.

With the demographic characteristics of the American population shifting as baby boomers enter

retirement, the state of religion is reaching a tipping point. Religious service attendance has continued

to trend downward over the past decade, despite over half of Americans saying they believe in God as &
described in the Bible or pray daily. Age is shown to be one of the strongest indicaw@hether owno

one attends religious services. With younger age groups less likely to attend relig% ices than their

older counterparts, the downward trend of religious attendance is likely to contifiue®

As the demographic face of religion within America char does the rgle ion plays imgociety.
r

e Golden Rules

0 oweyer
generations are less likely than their older counterpeg believe th@ng reli 101&1 essary in
ooking to faily more oft n religious

teachings when looking for sources of m .

The connection between faith and polities 1§{also at an int€resting cros og(%kﬁough a majority of
Americans do not feel as though on play. il their poli& 1liation, one’s political
stance can be a strong indicator o e the 1on does &hould play in society.
Republicans are more likely/tha ocrats @ the futu% nation lies in God’s hands

rather than in the Americangpeople’s contro epublieans aresalso more likely to see divine

inspiration as having a hand ™ the creatio ution and key Amendments.

The future of religion in America i ely tied 1 ing demographic makeup of the nation. As
the population ages and beco politica arized, the importance of and role that religion

plays in society will continﬁ nge and €
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The State of Faith in America Today

Majority of Americans Believe in God as Described in the Bible

Belief in God

m | believe in God as described in the
Bible

m | believe in God but not as described in
the Bible

m | do not believe in God but | do believe
there is a higher power or spiritual
force

m | do not believe in God or any higher
power or spiritual force

Unsure §

54% of Americans report they believﬁ)Gon describ %e Bible. This includes 86% of all
those who practice a religion d@ neint Q'. individuals who report they do not
practice a religion. SK

A direct correlation exists bétween age and bg% God. Americans 60 or older (69%) are the most
likely to report they beli @ the Biblic des‘:ription of God followed by those aged 45 to 59 (62%).
Americans 30 to ) and thosen8 9 (31%) are less likely to believe the same. Among those 18
to 29, 20% believe iMGod but not as/deScribed in the Bible, 24% believe in a higher power but not God,
and an identical 24% do n@e in God or any higher power or spiritual force.

Regardless of whether t gir tice a religion or not, many Americans (771%) consider themselves to be

spiritual. Among the viduals, 69% believe in God as described in the Bible. Spirituality increases
@se 18-29 considering themselves spiritual, 62% of those 30-44, 79% of those

ose 60 or older reporting themselves to be spiritual or very spiritual, regardless of

with age, with 5%
45-59, and

practice a religion.
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Religious Attendance Continues Downward Trend

Practice a Religion
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40% of national adults report

noticeable decline from a; ich reveal 52% of Americans attended
religious services at least o twice a 0% of U.S\ adults currently attend church services at
least weekly. Among those who practice a ion, 75%%attend services at least weekly. More than four
in ten Christians (41%), including &f Protes %0% of Catholics, report attending religious
services on at least a weekly b@estant e more likely than Catholics (6%) and slightly

more likely than Christian% , (12%) to'atteénd religious services more than once a week.

Age Significa actsw ‘ftendance

Age plays a significant role,inzeligiots attendance. Those 60 or older (43%) are more likely than their
younger counterparts to a réligious services at least weekly. 21% of those 18-29, 25% of those 30-
44, and 27% of those 4{ aftend religious services at least weekly.

Over Hal . Adults Pray Daily, Comparable to Past Trends

53% of Americans report they pray daily, while more than one in five (22%) do not pray at all. These
findings are similar to those reported in a 2007 Pew Research poll when 58% of Americans reported
they prayed daily, and 18% said they prayed seldom or not at all. In a 2014 Pew study, 55% of
Americans said they prayed at least daily.
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Age and religious affiliation are both determining factors in Americans’ frequency of prayer. Nearly
seven in ten Christians (69%), especially Protestants (74%), pray daily. Nearly six in ten Catholics (58%)
say the same.

Adults aged 60 or older (69%) are the most likely to report they pray on a daily basis compared with
adults aged 45 to 59 (61%), those 30 to 44 (49%), and Americans 18 to 29 years old (27%).

Americans Value Being Part of a Close-Knit Community &

87% of Americans, including 88% of Christians, think it is important to be part -kmt
community. This feeling holds true regardless of age, race, political party, or re

Half of Americans Say Their Religion PI e RoI Qr P rs
Associations

50% of Americans report their religion pl 2301‘ role (2@ nor e(%n the friends or

people with whom they associate. 49% ep ir rehg role all.
ays am Q

28%) or a minor role (31%) in choosing
on pla: at all in détermining their social circles.

Among Christians, 59% say their
their friends or associates. 40

Republicans (35%) are n crats (189 Independents (18%) to report

their religion plays a majo who spend time.
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Morality and America

More than Seven in Ten Americans Believe Nation’s Moral Compass Pointed in
Wrong Direction

Do you believe the moral compass in this country is pointed in the
right direction or the wrong direction?

100% *\
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_ﬁQon %Wr irection
72% of Americans think the n&&gnoral CGLQ pointed in the wrong direction while 22% believe

it is pointed in the right on&% of Christians helieve the nation’s morals are headed in the wrong

direction, as does a aj@o Amermv@ do not practice a religion (69%).

Bipartisan conse ts wherlit to believing the nation’s moral compass is broken. 90% of
Republicans, 77% of lndependents, 51% of Democrats are in agreement on this.
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Majority Do Not See Religion as Requirement for Morality

Do you strongly agree, agree, disagree, or strongly disagree with
each of the following statements: Being religious is necessary in
order to live a moral life?

100%

78%

80%
65%
60%
4
40% 4°AJ
°/o

20%

0%

Christians Non-Practicing

\l&@SUOﬂQK

A majority of Americans (65% ot think bei glous is ry in order to live a moral life.
However, opinions divide afo those w ce a religion an those who do not practice a religion.
78% of those who do not practice a reli mpar th % who do, think being religious is not

necessary in order to live a moral ii ong Ch % do not think being religious is necessary

to live a moral life while 45% Weli (L
'.’\%\me ns Value the Golden Rule

ink 1t is necess

Adults

u Stron

Regardless of

follow the Golden Rule — do unto others as they would do
unto you - in their personal liyes, and"88% believe the same for their professional lives.

Religion is not a strong fag hen it comes to how necessary following the Golden Rule is. 93% of
those who practice a relig s a whole, and 91% of those who do not, believe it is necessary to follow
the Golden rule in rsonal lives. Similar proportions report that following the Golden Rule in

92% of Americans

their professionali s just as necessary.
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Family is Most Likely Source of Moral Guidance

Are you very likely, likely, not very likely, or not likely at all to look to
each of the following for guidance on how to live a moral life?
(%'s represent very likely & likely responses)

m Adults
Family
Rule of law
0%

Political leaders ||| | | N
Favorite social media influencer
Oprah (L
L g
Favorite athlete \ \
o % 2@ 40% &00/ 60%  70%  80%  90%

Family is reported to be the most likely S for ce for Americans (79%), Christians
(83%), and those who practice a reh agre ho report not practicing a religion (74%)

Friends
Religious teachings

Religious leader where you worship

Well known spiritual leader

Boss or work colleague

site family as who they look to o guldan Amerlcans the rule of law (66%) is the
second most likely source of dance 3%) report being likely to consult religious
teachings for moral gulda . However, those practlce a religion (90%) report religious teachings
as providing the most g on mefality. Among Christians, religious teachings (77%) are the second

most likely sourc ulda

Most Americans Do ok to Political Leaders or Celebrities for Moral
Guidance

Only 16% o cluding 18% of those who practice a religion, 17% of Christians, and 14% of
those who e a religion say they are likely to look to political leaders for moral guidance.
Oprah, favor ial media influencers, and favorite athletes are even less influential in one’s moral

development.
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Politics and Faith

Six in Ten Americans Say Future of the Country in the People’s Control Rather
Than God’s Hands

Do you believe the future of the country is:
100%
()
75% A\

44%

0
60% 52%
40%

20%

0%

Americans

%‘ racticing
mMostly in God's han ostly in the A@n peopl rﬁrolo

O N
60% of Americans believe the futu e count \xﬂy in th%erican people’s control and not
in God’s hands (35%). Howeve iX i se who % a religion (57%) believe the
future of the country is m! i S 4% believe God will determine the
future, and 52% believe the
Catholics (27%) are significantly lessYikely than

believe God will determine the(t @ of the ¢
(86%) largely believe the nation is i erican people’s hands.

tong Chgistian
1.

es (52%) and Christians, overall, (44%) to
se who believe in a higher power but not God

Politically, Republicans (@#9%
(30%) to believe the e nati

Older individuals are more likely th unger Americans to believe the future of the nation rests in
God’s hands rather than i erican people’s control. 44% of those 60 or older believe this,
followed by 39% of those 6 , 30% of those 30-44, and 23% of those 18-29 who believe the same.

Christian

Over Half o r@&ans Say Religion Has No Role in Their Political Identification,
%Sl}

54% of Americans report their religion plays no role in their political identification, 23% say it plays a
minor role, and 23% say it plays a major role.
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However, 54% of Christians say their religion does play a major role (29%) or a minor role (25%) in
their political identity. 45% of Christians say religion plays no role at all.

Majority Believe Constitution & 1st Amendment Inspired by God. 2nd
Amendment Not So Much

Do you believe that each of the following is inspired by God: &
Q
80% Q\'
62% O O
60% 55%
Yo

40%

100%

20%

0%

® The Constitution

H1st Am m 15th Amendment  ®19th Amendment

55% of Americans overall &\e U.S. Co%on was inspired by God. That proportion increases
to 65% among Chrlstlan % among thoseWho practice a religion overall. Even 45% of those who

do not practice a rel eve the Co t1tu§1on was inspired by God.

A strong partisan € exists o% e of divine inspiration of the Constitution and key
amendments. Looking at the Constitution as a whole, Republicans (81%) overwhelmingly believe it was
inspired by God while 55% pendents and only 36% of Democrats agree.

Americans 60 or older%1 re the age group most likely to perceive divine inspiration as playing a
role in the Constit ose 45-59 (59%), 30 to 44 (51%), and 18-29 (48%) follow.

62% of Am
those who do

Americans are less convinced that divine inspiration played a role in the Second Amendment. Only 37%
of adults believe God was behind the right to bear arms. 53% of Christians and 73% of non-practicing
individuals believe God did not inspire the Second Amendment.

10



£ DeseretNews MaristPoll.

Americans Divide Over Whether Religion Should Influence One’s Politics

52% of Americans think that someone’s religious beliefs and values should not influence their politics,
while 45% think it should.

Religious participation does have an impact on this issue. 66% of those who practice a religion and 56%
of Christians believe someone’s religious beliefs and values should influence their politics. 66% of
those who do not practice a religion think one’s faith should not impact their politics.

Republicans (70%) are significantly more likely than Democrats (28%) and Inde é@s (45%) t
believe someone’s politics should be influenced by their religion. K

of Right and Wrong

Despite Political Differences, Majority B@Qerica& Q a S& nse

66% of Americans believe, despite political diffefences, most %—w have a sense of what is
right and wrong. Religious affiliation as li ct on this seatiment. CHristians (66%), those who do

conside;th@lves to be&t (67%) agree.

not practice a religion (65%), and t @ A
Bipartisan consensus also exists o? ’ ue, wit
t believe th

of Democrats, 66% of Independents, and 66%

of Republicans agreeing tha ifferenc ot create different sets of moral values to live by.
A majority of Americans n’s belief in (or lack thereof) results in
widespread disagreement betWeen belie d non vers on most issues. 61% of adults, 58% of
Christians, and 64% of those who dodiot pragtice a religion share this view.

11
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President Biden Favorability Underwater, Viewed as More Religious than Trump

In general, do you have a favorable or an unfavorable impression of
Joe Biden?

m Favorable
m Unfavorable

m Unsure-Never Heard

re31d Bide 1le 54% have an unfavorable

ases to ng Christians, and up to 62% among
those who practlce a religion in gene
Biden’s favorability rating do 1ncre a e. 34% of those 18-29 have a favorable
impression of Biden compar 0 amon 60 or older.
49% of adults consider J, n to be more religious than Donald Trump (32%). While a plurality of
Christians (44%) agr plural thése who practice a religion, overall, believe Trump (43%) to
be more religious en (39 ).JA nptable one in ten Americans view neither as religious.

’b
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Contact Information

£ DeseretNews

About Client

The Deseret News was founded in 1850 at the edge of the American frontier by pioneers committed t&
“Liberty & Truth.”

More than a century and a half later, the Deseret News is the longest-running

Utah and the state’s oldest continuously operating bu5| n addition to its

and mobile app, the Deseret News publishes a weekly eg delivered @

and the Church News. @ ev

The Deseret News is a subsidiary of the Des anagement C @n wh \ed by The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. TheDeseret New d reaffi s commitment to
being a standard-bearer of journalistic int nd princi Ie ortlng aimrto elevate
understanding, challenge assumpti IIumlnate nt t from ON anding heritage of faith,
family and the fundamental valu Id stron

Robin Ritch — President Hal Bo Qecutlve \
55 North 300 West STE 500 Lake C|t@4101@2194

Maris ll‘lx

About the M ge | (tqué‘r Public Opinion (MIPO)

Founded in 1978, the,Marist Collegellpstitute for Public Opinion (MIPO) is a survey research center at
Marist College in Poughke New York. The Marist Poll has conducted independent research on
public priorities, election ide variety of social issues. The Marist Poll regularly partners with
NBC News to conduct Q’C public opinion polls in key electoral battleground states. It teams with
NPR and the PBS N r to take the pulse of the country.

Barbara Ca D|rector of the Marist Poll Mike Conte — Director of Client Services

Marist College 3399 North Road Poughkeepsie, NY 12601 (845) 575-5050
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